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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WIDE-EYED LEARNING ANNOUNCES IMPRESSIVE RESULTS OF A NATIONAL RESEARCH STUDY 

DENVER, CO –Wide-Eyed Learning recently completed their National Research study with over 165 infants and toddlers on the correlation between using Signing Smart and vocabulary development.  Although it was once speculated that teaching sign language to hearing infants might delay their speech, recent research by Dr. Michelle Anthony and Dr. Reyna Lindert indicates just the opposite. Their findings show that the language skills of children whose families follow Signing Smart programming are significantly ahead of developmental norms:

· At 12 months old, Signing Smart children use an average of 25 signs and 16 spoken words, versus the 2 to 3 words non-signing children use.

· At 18 months old, Signing Smart children use an average of 79 signs and 102 spoken words, versus the 10-50 words non-signing children use.

· Between 11 and 14 months old, a majority of Signing Smart children begin using signed/spoken “sentences,” about 10 months earlier than is typical.

In addition, a study funded by the National Institutes of Health has shown that children who sign as infants are advanced linguistically and cognitively in preschool and have higher IQ’s in elementary school than non-signing children.

Developmental benefits of Signing Smart, add one
Babies can learn to sign at very young ages because signing builds off children’s gross motor abilities, which develop sooner than the fine motor skills necessary for speaking.  Signing Smart teaches parents and caregivers how to use American Sign Language (ASL) signs with their hearing children for both early communication and long-term learning. The Signing Smart program gives parents and caregivers tools and strategies to communicate with their children and enrich interactions through signs and words.  Signing Smart techniques allow babies to communicate with parents or caregivers using signs from as early as 5 months.

“If parents knew how easy and magical Signing Smart was, everyone would be doing it.  My children impress people everywhere we go.” Cate Wisneski, mother of two Signing Smart children, 13 months and 2 ½ years old.

“It used to be that parents were told their baby would begin talking in short sentences at about 18 months. Now, with our findings, we can tell parents their child will be able to communicate with signs about a year earlier!”  Dr. Michelle Anthony, Founder Signing Smart, mother of two signing children, 13 months and 3 years old.

Created to give parents the tools to heighten children’s attention and facilitate learning, Signing Smart helps “wire” the brain for language and conceptual understanding.  Each time a parent uses Signing Smart to engage her child in interaction, neural connections are formed that pave the way for increasingly complex connections to develop.  As a result, compared to both non-signers and children who acquire signs by less systematic means, Signing Smart children learn a broad range of signs, words, and concepts more easily and quickly.

Families who want to learn more about this research or to find out more about Signing Smart classes or materials are invited to visit www.signingsmart.com or call Signing Smart in Northern Virgina at (571) 643-1002.
Wide-Eyed Learning is a national company, founded by Child Development Experts, headquartered in Centennial Colorado.  Specializing in play classes and workshops for families with hearing infants and toddlers 6mo-2yrs.  Offering a full line of materials and products for children and their parents or caregivers.
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